stout[[ ‘O[[e§ e] pue oFedryy)

11007 % uad()

A [ 018D

put

PPPEY *S WPaqeZIy

Aq panpy

Jor[og sno1dIy Surdjnsn( uo sAess;]
20NO.IJ pUe AIOdY [, UI YIIE]

Aszoau) Junowdiely ejodor ‘mysqazdey epury
Arszoarup) 2977 pue uo1ZuIysepy ‘SUOISSIG Per WEITIAA
a8a[j0D) onuepy Yoeag wied ‘Wouusg  saure(

auwie(] 210N JO ANsIaATu) ‘edunue[d ulAly
ddississtjy jo Lsraatup) ‘sqqoyy assaf

Ansraarun) proyx() 98a([0)) spnog [TV ‘“19a01r) uaydasag
a3a1100) suruwreag ‘Surpjor) - enyso(

2391107y BoRIP] ‘[9917) A pIeYoRy

Arsioatun uoiydrain) ‘umoirg 'y [PBYDIIN

SESOA SET ‘BpPRAIN] JO AYSI9ATU) “YIMIOIY [ SDOURL]
AIsI0ATU ) 9SNDEIAG UOISTY " WET[IAL

-S101NgLuuon)



Hume’s
Evidential/Testimonial
Epistemology, Probability,
and Miracles

Francis 7. Beckwith
ABSTRACT

In this paper I will critically analyze the first part of David Hume’s
argument against miracles, which has been traditionally referred to as the
in-principle argument. However, unlike most critiques of Hume’s argu-
ment, I will (1) present a view of evidential epistemology and probability
that will take into consideration Hume’s accurate observation that
miracles are highly improbable events while (2) arguing that one can be
within one’s epistemic rights in believing that a miracle has occurred.

As for the proper definition of a miracle, I offer the following, which
I believe most religious people generally mean when they call an event
miraculous: A miracle is a divine intervention that occurs contrary to the regu-
lar course of nature within a significant bistorical-veligious context. Although
[ am fully aware that this definition has its detractors, it will merely func-
tion in this paper as a working definition so that we can come to grips with
Hume’s argument. This definition has been defended in detail else-
where.l

Presentation of Hume’s In-Principle Argument

Hume begins this section of An Enquiry Concerning Human
Understanding with a comparison of his work on miracles with
John Tillotson’s? argument against the Roman Catholic doc-
rine of transubstantiation. Hume writes that Tillotson’s
argument “is as concise, and elegant, and strong as any argu-
ment can possibly be supposed against a doctrine so little
worthy of a serious refutation.” Tillotson puts forth his argu-
ment in the following way:

Every man hath as great evidence that transubstantiation is false as he
hath that the Christian religion is true. Suppose then transubstantiation
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