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We must recognize that filial knowledge of God can
come only as a gracious gift, not as a pridefirigear
Likewise, true love must be received, not bought or
coerced. Accordingly we cannot buy or force even
genuine earthly friendship.

The excellence of Jesus is ultimatelyaletb
people sincerely willing to honor such excellétice w
their lives, and nojust their thoughts (Matthew
16:15-17). Divine grace aims to remove community-
destroying pride about good works and status (Luke
15:28-32; 1 Corinthians 4:7; Ephesians 2:9).
Likewise, God uses the gift of GodOs self-ravelatio
remove pride about self-crediting intellectual snean
of finding God (cf. 1 Corinthian 1:26-29). Argument
can indeed remove some obstacles to GodOs- self-re
lation. GodCBpiritis, however, the final source and
seal of such revelation. GodOs Spirit makesitia wis
of God a liberating power absent from worldly wis-
dom. Proper knowledge of God thus has its ultimate
source in the Spirit of God, who testifies abodt Go
immediately to our spirits (Romans 8:16; cf. 1 John
4:13, 5:6-9; 1 Corinthians 2:12-14). GodOs Spiit ¢
victs us of our unloving ways and calls us tgylovin
relationship with God and others, even our enemies.

In keeping with JesusO prayer of Matthew 11:25-
27, we ultimately know God by gracious revelation
through GodOs Spirit. Christian theory of knowledge
must therefore give a central role to the immediate
testimony and power of GodOs revealing Spirit. Pat
put the point clearly. OWe have received notitite sp
of the world but the Spirit from God, in order tivat
may know the things freely given to us by GodO (1
Corinthians 2:12; cf. 4:7, 12:3; Romans 8:14-16;
John 3:8; 1 John 5:20). So people will be unable to
appreciate the cognitive and spiritual depths of
Hebraic theism from outside, apart from filialprece
tion of the Spirit of God. Jesus thus connectaifa)
finding, and receiving from, God with (b) our recei
ing the FatherOs Holy Spirit (Luke 11:9-13). Ouir filial
knowing of God thus depends on our receiving the
Spirit of God. This does not call, however, for an
irrational leap of faith. God faithfully supplies
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